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Dear Minnesota Congressional Delegation:

This week the U.S. House Speaker Pelosi has indicated her intention to bring up House Joint Resolution
17 on the floor for a vote. Today is U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg’s birthday, and to
honor this pioneer for women’s equality, we are strongly urging you to support this House Joint
Resolution to remove the time limit for ratification of the Equal Rights Amendments by the states.

Minnesota is a ratified state; the Equal Rights Amendment was ratified by the Legislature of the State of
Minnesota on February 12, 1973. Yet in the year 2021, the United States Constitution still does not
explicitly guarantee that all the rights it protects are held equally by all citizens without regard to sex. It
only specifically affirms that women and men are equal in their right to vote under the 19th Amendment.

To date, the 14th Amendment's equal protection clause has not been interpreted to guarantee equal rights
on the basis of sex in the same way the Equal Rights Amendment would, as demonstrated by the fact that
cases of sex discrimination receive only intermediate scrutiny. These cases deserve the highest level of
strict judicial scrutiny, just as others are afforded to constitutionally protected classes such as religion,
race, and country of origin.

Worldwide, 140 nations have constitutional gender equality. The principle of gender equality is contained
in the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and all subsequent
major international human rights instruments, including the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), which has been ratified by 187 other nations.

Congress has the power to change or remove the time limit. Note that Article V of the United States
Constitution imposes no limit for ratification of amendments.

We therefore strongly urge you to support of House Joint Resolution 17. It’s time to put women into the
U.S. Constitution.
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